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PREFACE 


Vital  statistics  do  not  compare  favourably  with  recent  years 
and  are  difficult  to  interpret.  It  is  necessary  to  point  out  that  the 
smallness  of  the  totals  dealt  with  reduces  the  value  of  the  statistic 
rates  obtained. 

The  Birth  rate  again  fell  in  1951,  it  was  14.4  as  compared  with 
15.2  in  1950.  The  England  and  Wales  figure  was  15.5. 

The  Death  rate  rose  from  ii.i  in  1950  to  12.8  in  1951.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  rate  was  also  12.8.  The  rate  of  16. i  in 
Berkhamsted  Urban  District  is  startling;  it  is  probably  in  part  due 
to  the  reduced  population  figure  (300  less)  resulting  from  a  scaling 
down  consequent  on  the  incorporation  of  Census-based  data  into 
the  Registrar-General's  estimates.  The  increased  number  of  deaths 
is  mainly  in  the  older  age  groups  and  the  severe  weather  experienced 
in  the  ist  Quarter  of  1951  may  also  have  been  a  contributory  factor. 

Apart  from  an  epidemic  of  measles  and  a  marked  prevalence 
of  whooping  cough  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  small. 
The  total  number  of  scarlet  fever  cases  was  66  and  it  continued 
generally  to  be  a  mild  disease.  The  summer  wave  of  infantile 
paralysis  which  passed  over  the  Country  fortunately  only  produced 
one  mild  case  in  the  District. 

Inadequate  housing  accommodation  continues  to  be  the  most 
adverse  factor  in  the  promotion  of  the  public  health,  but  it  is 
desirable  to  draw  attention  to  two  other  deficiencies  from  which  this 
District  suffers.  They  are  the  very  inadequate  provision  of  school 
dental  services  and  the  lack  of  facilities  for  the  institutional  care 
of  old  or  elderly  persons  who  are  without  suitable  care  and  atten¬ 
tion.  The  lack  of  dental  care  in  childhood  must  inevitably  act  as 
a  hindrance  to  the  realisation  of  good  health  in  later  life.  The 
inadequate  care  of  old  people  leads  not  only  to  suffering  on  the  part 
of  these  people,  but  tends  to  promote  mental  stress  among  other 
members  of  the  families  concerned.  Acute  as  the  housing  shortage 
may  still  be  we  do  know  that  a  large  number  of  new  houses  are 
being  occupied  to  the  relief  of  a  number  of  families  who  were  living 
in  unsatisfactory  conditions.  As  regards  school  dental  services  and 
accommodation  for  old  people,  conditions  appear  to  worsen  and  I 
have  no  information  that  any  arrangements  are  in  hand  for  their 
amelioration. 


MALCOLM  GROSS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, . 

“  Churchill," 

Park  Road, 

Hemel  Hempstead, 

Herts. 
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STATISTICS 


The  Borough  comprises  . 

. . 

. 7T93  acres 

Population  (Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  resident 

population)  1951 

•  •  •  •  • 

.  24,350 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1951)  according 

to  rate  books  ... 

. . 

.  7.130 

Rateable  Value 

. .  ... 

.  £160,732 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

.  £615 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the 

Year. 

Total.  M. 

F. 

LIVE  (  Legitimate 

335  166 

169  )  BIRTH-RATE 

BIRTHS  ( 

)  per  1,000  of  the 

(  Illegitimate 

o^ 

H 

5  )  estimated  resi- 

dent  population  14.3 

STILL-  (  Legitimate 

15  10 

5  )  STILL-BIRTH 

BIRTHS  ( 

)  RATE  per  1,000 

(  Illegitimate 

I  I 

—  )  (live  and  still) 

births  .  43.8 

DEATHS 

DEATH-RATE 

...  .  .  • 

294  152 

142  )  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  resi- 

dent  population  12. i 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

.  NIL 

Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000 

live  births 

.  31-5 

Legitimate  infants  per  i,ooo  legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  i,ooo  illegitimate  births 
Actual  number  of  deaths  under  i  year: 
Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate  ... 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 


II ) 


32.8 

NIL 

Total 

II 


40 

NIL 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Of  the  294  deaths,  92  were  attributed  to  Heart  Disease  and  8  to 
other  circulatory  diseases.  There  were  5  deaths  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  39  from  other  respiratory  diseases.  Forty  deaths 
occurred  from  Cancer.  Two  deaths  were  attributed  to  Influenza 
and  I  to  motor  vehicle  accident. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Of  the  II  deaths,  7  occurred  in  children  under  4  weeks  of  age. 
There  was  one  death  from  Whooping  Cough. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1951. 


Visits  and  Inspections  Made. 


Complaints  : 
General  : 


Number  of  complaints  investigated 


Houses — Public  Health  Acts 
Housing  Act 
Infectious  Diseases 
Overcrowding  . . . 

Council  House  applicants 
Drainage  inspection  and  tests 
Cesspools  ... 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Movable  Dwellings 
Canal  boats 
Stables  and  piggeries 
Rats  and  mice  infestation 
Factories 

Outworkers  premises 
Workplaces 
Schools 
Shops  Acts 
Petroleum  Acts 
Offensive  trades 
Water  supply 
Swimming  Pool 
Rivers,  streams  and  ditches 
Smoke  observations 
Common  yards  and  passages 


336 

252 

1 

155 

535 

178 

474 

51 

12 
64 

36 

14 

896 

164 

8 

2 

13 

167 

319 

4 

93 

II 

1 

10 

2 
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Vacant  land  and  dumps  ... 

19 

Disinfection 

9 

Verminous  premises  or  rooms  ... 

...  48 

Revisits  to  dwellings  under  Notice 

...  1051 

Building  sites 

72 

Interviews  with  owners,  etc. 

•  • •  937 

Miscellaneous  visits 

...  858 

Meat  and  Foods 

Slaughterhouses 

21 

Butcher's  shops  and  stalls 

72 

Fried  fish  shops . 

42 

General  food  shops  and  premises 

242 

Dairies  and  milk  shops  ... 

...  105 

Ice  cream  premises 

...  56 

Restaurants  and  dining  rooms  ... 

...  132 

Licensed  premises 

39 

- 

Bakehouses 

34 

Samples  Taken  : 

Public  Market  and  Food  stalls  ... 

43 

Milk  samples  . 

63 

Milk  bottle  rinses  ... 

78 

Water  samples 

67 

Ice  Cream  samples 

II 

Swimming  Pool  ... 

18 

Notices  Served  and  Cotmplied  With. 

Outstanding  Served  Complied  with 

Outstanding 

31.12.50  1951  1951 

31. 12.51 

Formal 

41  40  28 

53 

Informal 

85  265  289 

61 

Canal  boats  ... 

21  4  Nil 

25 

Totals 

147  309  317 

139 

Nuisances  Abated:  EXefects  and  Contraventions  Remedied. 

Dwellings . 

Movable  dwellings 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Food  Premises 
Factories 
Shops 

Licensed  Premises  ... 

Petroleum . 


709 

7 

2 

91 

20 

25 

14 

36 
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Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 


Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 
Houses  treated  for  bed-bugs — Council  houses  . . 


10 


4 

7 

6 

9 


Other  houses 


Houses  treated  for  other  vermin 
Loads  of  bedding  steam-treated  . . . 


Although  a  large  number  of  visits  to  houses  was  recorded  in 
connection  with  infectious  disease,  the  majority  were  made  during 
a  mild  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery,  when  the  department  assisted 
the  Watford  Laboratory  by  collectiong  specimens  from  patients. 

Considering  the  age  and  construction  of  many  houses  in  the 
town,  remarkably  few  are  infested  by  vermin.  All  families  moving 
to  council  houses  are  visited  by  the  Inspectors;  a  small  proportion 
of  these  are  not  so  clean  as  could  be  desired,  but  only  rarely  is 
evidence  of  vermin  found. 

Complaints  of  wasp  nests  have  increased  in  the  last  few  years: 
assistance  was  given  to  fifteen  householders  to  destroy  nests  in  their 
homes. 

As  in  previous  years,  certain  ponds  in  the  Borough  were  sprayed 
with  insecticide  in  the  spring;  residents  in  the  areas  concerned  again 
reported  no  biting  mosquitoes. 

Sanitary  accommodation  on  the  many  building  sites  in  the 
Borough  was  sprayed  with  insecticide.  Few  flies  were  seen  during 
the  summer  months  and  I  consider  the  precaution  well  worth  while 
in  view  of  the  large  numbers  of  men  of  various  nationalities  using 
the  accommodation.  Quite  often  houses  in  the  near  vicinity  were 
occupied  before  building  operations  were  completed,  and  there 
would  therefore  have  been  a  danger  of  fly  borne  infection. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  states; — “  Nothing  spectacular 
has  been  undertaken  in  respect  of  clean  food  propaganda,  but 
education  of  food  trades  employees  by  visits  and  advice  continued 
steadily  throughout  the  year. 

Trade  and  technical  journals,  the  daily  press  and  certain  weekly 
papers  have  given  prominence  to  illness  caused  by  infected  food 
supplies  and  there  is  evidence  of  an  increasing  awareness  among  the 
public  of  the  dangers  involved.  An  Inspector  preaching  clean 
food  methods  is  no  longer  regarded  with  suspicion,  and  most  food 
traders  welcome  his  visits  and  any  advice  and  suggestions  he  has  to 
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make.  Not  all,  of  course,  are  anxious  to  spend  money  on  carrying 
out  improvements  to  their  premises  and  one  fears  the  time  is  still 
far  distant  when  all  employers  and  employees  will  apply  their  know¬ 
ledge  to  every  day  practice. 

Clean  Food  Byelaws  were  adopted  in  1950,  but  few  copies  were 
purchased.  The  recent  decision  to  issue  a  copy  free  to  every  food 
trader  in  the  Borough  and  to  various  organisations  whose  members 
might  well  be  interested  was  a  helpful  one.  These  Byelaws  are 
delivered  by  the  Inspectors  when  they  visit  premises  and  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  is  taken  to  discuss  their  contents. 

No  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the  year.’' 

Milk  Production  and  Distribution. 

The  milk  industry  in  the  town  underwent  a  radical  change 
during  1951.  The  year  commenced  with  a  pasteurising  plant  and 
bottling  depot  which  served  25,000  customers  daily  in  Hemel  Hemp¬ 
stead,  Watford,  Bushey  and  Rickmansworth  areas,  and  seven  other 
retail  dairymen,  five  of  whom  bottled  milk. 

The  Express  Dairy  Co.  Ltd.,  who  have  a  number  of  large 
milk  depots  in  the  London  area,  extended  their  existing  business 
in  the  town,  by  taking  over  the  pasteurising  plant,  closing  it  down 
and  reorganising  it  as  a  distributing  centre;  they  also  bought  two 
other  retail  businesses.  Of  the  other  retailers  still  remaining,  one 
is  a  producer-retailer  who  also  sells  pasteurised  milk  from  a  London 
producer,  two  retail  pasteurised  milk  only  and  two  retail  some 
pasteurised  milk  and  some  raw  milk.  Two  dairymen  with  premises 
outside  the  Borough  retail  within  the  area.  All  pasteurised  milk 
sold  in  the  Borough  is  treated  in  other  areas.  It  is  clear  that  all  this 
milk  travels  many  miles — whether  or  not  it  is  correct  to  call  it 
fresh  milk,  it  can  definitely  be  stated  that  it  is  a  clean  and  nutritious 
food. 

The  change  over  necessarily  resulted  in  an  alteration  in  milk 
round  arrangements,  but  difficulties  arising  in  this  connection  were 
gradually  solved. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  states: — “  A  typical  life  story  of  a  bottle 
of  milk  delivered  in  Hemel  Hempstead  would  be  as  follows:  Pro¬ 
duced  one  afternoon  on  a  farm  a  hundred  miles  or  more  from 
London,  it  is  kept  on  the  premises  until  next  day  when,  together 
with  the  morning’s  milk,  it  is  carried  to  a  point  on  the  roadside. 
Here  it  waits,  perhaps  in  hot  sunshine,  until  collected  by  lorry, 
in  which  it  journeys  for  a  couple  of  hours  over  rough  lanes  to  a 
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country  depot,  where  it  is  either  heat-treated  and  cooled  or  just 
cooled,  and  pumped  into  road  or  rail  tanker.  Arriving  in  London 
some  hours  later,  it  is  pumped  from  the  tanker,  filtered,  processed, 
cooled,  bottled  and  stored. 

In  due  time  it  is  brought  by  lorry  the  twenty  miles  or  so  to  the 
depot  here:  it  is  stored  overnight  and  completes  its  journey  on  a 
delivery  truck  next  day.  Not  infrequently  it  stands  on  the  door¬ 
step  in  hot  sunshine  for  a  considerable  time,  and  is  then  expected 
to  remain  sweet  and  fresh  for  another  twenty-four  hours." 

A  scheme  was  inaugurated  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  by 
which  District  Councils  co-operate  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries’  officers  in  sampling  raw  milks  retailed  in  their  areas. 
Results  of  all  such  samples  are  notified  to  the  County  Milk  Regula¬ 
tions  Officer  and  he  arranges  for  visits  to  premises  from  which  un¬ 
satisfactory  samples  are  obtained. 

I  reported  last  year  that  producers,  other  than  designated  milk 
producers,  were  receiving  far  less  attention  than  they  did  when  local 
authorities  were  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  milk  production; 
this  new  scheme  is  a  move  in  the  right  direction,  but  there  is  still 
a  long  way  to  go  before  matters  are  as  satisfactory  as  they  were, 
in  this  Borough  at  least,  before  the  change. 

Sampling  has  continued  regularly  and  the  results  have  been 
generally  very  satisfactory  and  are  shown  in  the  table  below: — 


Milk  Sampling. 


Produced  in  Borough 

Produced  outside  Borough 

Satis. 

Bnsatis. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Designated  Milk 

Pasteurised... 

3 

Nil 

28 

1 

T.T.  Pasteurised  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

16 

Nil 

Non-Designated  Milk 

10 

3 

2 

— 

Milk  Bottle  Tests, 


Bottles  Tested 

Satisfactory 

Fairly  Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

74 

62 

2 

10 

9 


BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEM!' STEAD 


Register. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1951  was 


as  follows: — 

Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Distributors  (bottled  milk  only)  ...  ...  ii 

Dairy  premises  (other  than  farms)  ...  ...  2 

Licensed  to  Pasteurise  Milk  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Licenser  to  sell  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  6 

Licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  8 

Licensed  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  8 


Ice  Cream. 

Results  of  sampling  are  shown  in  the  following  tables: 

(a)  Chemical  Analysis. 

Seven  samples  were  taken  by  the  County  Food  and  Drugs 
Officer  and  were  satisfactory. 

(b)  Bacteriological  Examination. 


Manufactured 

Grading 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

In  Borough  ... 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Outside  Borough 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Total  ... 

4 

3 

2 

2 

Licensed  Premises. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  as  a  result  of  the 
1950  Survey  some  improvements  were  carried  out  on  request,  but 
progress  was  very  slow.  This  may  have  been  influenced  by  the 
possibility  of  the  introduction  of  State  control. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Centralised  slaughtering  continues  to  be  carried  out  in 
Watford.  The  small  extent  of  slaughtering  in  the  Borough  under 
the  Self-Suppliers  Scheme  is  indicated  in  the  following  table: — ■ 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excl¬ 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  » 

28 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

... 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

•  •  » 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

... 

... 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

3,5 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

*  •  * 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

7 

Foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption: 


Meat  . . . 
Tinned  Ham 
Rabbits 
Other  food 
Tins 


274  lbs. 
607  lbs. 
97  lbs. 

453  lbs. 
1417 


Food  Poisoning. 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937. 


I.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  ol 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

27 

31 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

104 

133 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises) 

21 

72 

14 

TOTAL  ... 

152 

236 

15 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 

Particulars 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

prosec¬ 

utions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H  M. 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

3 

1 

Inadequate  Ventilation  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

(a)  insufficient 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

7 

6 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re- 

la  ting  to  Outwork)  ... 

3 

— 

■  ~ 

— — 

TOTAL  ... 

9 

31 

1 

— 

— 
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3 .  Outworkers. 

Makiriig  of  wearing  apparel 

Making  boxes  or  other  receptacles  of  paper 

Brush  making 


2 


HOUSING 

I.  The  Housing  Manager  states: — 

‘'For  the  first  half  of  the  year  the  situation  with  regard  to 
housing  applicants  was  particularly  difficult  as  only  a  very  small 
number  of  houses  were  completed.  During  the  latter  half  of  the 
year,  about  seventy  houses  were  handed  over,  and  this  helped  con¬ 
siderably  to  settle  some  of  the  worst  cases.  In  spite  of  this,  how¬ 
ever,  there  are  still  a  number  of  families  living  under  badly  over¬ 
crowded  conditions,  and  this  is  the  case  especially  amongst  some  of 
the  more  recent  applicants,  who  will  have  to  wait  some  time  before 
being  housed.  The  alteration  in  the  Council’s  rules  for  selection 
has  secured  a  house  for  some  of  those  who  have  waited  a  long  time, 
even  though  they  may  appear  to  be  living  under  rather  better  con¬ 
ditions  than  some  of  the  more  recent  applicants.  Applicants 
generally  have  felt  this  policy  to  be  a  fair  one,  and  in  many  cases 
the  feeling  of  frustration  due  to  long  years  of  waiting  has  given 
place  to  a  feeling  of  hope  that  their  turn  will  come  eventually. 

The  problem  of  rent  remains  a  difficult  one.  The  recent  houses 
have  been  rather  smaller  and  of  simpler  design,  and  it  has  been 
possible  to  let  these  at  rents  on  the  whole  lower  than  those  first 
occupied.  This  has  considerably  eased  the  difficulty  of  housing 
families  with  smaller  incomes,  and  has  made  possible  a  number 
of  transfers  from  pre-war  houses.  With  building  costs  continually 
rising,  however,  it  is  inevitable  that  later  houses  will  again  have 
higher  rents.” 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  comments: 

”  Interest  in  the  many  new  houses  in  the  Borough  on  both 
Council  and  Development  Corporation  Estates  should  not  be 
allowed  to  hide  the  very  depressing  picture  presented  by  old 
properties. 
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In  1949  I  presented  a  report  on  a  housing  survey  which  showed 
how  sub-standard  a  very  large  number  of  dwellings  in  the  Borough 
were  at  that  time.  Not  much  has  been  possible  in  the  way  of  im¬ 
provement  since  then  and  deterioration  continues.  Unless  the 
demand  for  new  houses  is  to  increase  indefinitely,  large  scale  reno¬ 
vation  and  repairs  must  be  undertaken.  A  difficulty  facing  the 
Council  is  that  such  work  can  only  be  enforced  so  long  as  it  is 
possible  at  ''  reasonable  expense,”  and  this  term  must  be  considered 
in  relation  to  the  value  of  the  property  when  the  repairs  are  com¬ 
pleted.  The  value  of  many  working  class  properties  is  low,  the  cost 
of  repairs  is  high  and  the  likelihood  of  a  reasonable  return  on  expen¬ 
diture  is  remote  so  long  as  rents  remain  controlled  at  their  present 
low  levels.  Furthermore  jobbing  repairs  to  dilapidated  old  property 
are  unpopular  and  not  a  few  firms  now  refuse  to  undertake  such 
work. 

If  the  house  is  represented  to  the  Council  as  unfit  and  not  re¬ 
pairable  at  reasonable  expense,  it  is  unlikely  that  the  owner,  though 
given  every  opportunity  to  do  so,  will  wish  to  carry  out  the  repairs 
necessary  to  render  it  fit,  and  a  Demolition  Order  must  then  be 
made.  But  the  problem  facing  the  occupiers  of  finding  a  new  home 
is  almost  unsurmountable  and  the  responsibility  for  rehousing  them 
ultimately  falls  on  the  Council’s  Housing  Committee. 

This  Committee  have  many  hundreds  of  applicants  on  their  list 
and  re-house  only  a  very  few  ”  demolition  ”  applicants  each  year. 
Thus  if  Demolition  Orders  are  made  it  is  likely  that  the  tenants 
will  still  remain  there  for  a  considerable  period  in  worsening  con¬ 
ditions,  for  obviously  it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  landlords  of 
such  houses  to  carry  out  other  than  minor  essential  repairs.” 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Hemel  Hempstead  Development  Corpora¬ 
tion  for  the  following  information  regarding  the  progress  of  the 
New  Town: — 

By  the  end  of  1951  very  considerable  progress  had  been  made 
with  the  Adey field  neighbourhood.  In  addition  to  a  huge  number 
of  houses,  14  shops  have  been  completed  and  are  open.  In  this 
area  two  new  school  premises  (Maylands)  have  been  provided  and 
accommodate  about  460  infants,  juniors  and  seniors.  Altogether 
'816  houses  have  been  completed:  one  factory  also  was  completed  in 
the  industrial  area. 

Commencement  was  made  with  the  next  area — Bennetts  End 
— to  be  developed — roads  and  sewers  were  constructed  for  1,000 
houses  here. 
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2.  During  the  year  1951,  the  following  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  Only. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Temporary  Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick  ... 

68 

2  and  3  bedroom 

9 

(b)  Completed. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Temporary  Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick... 

79 

2  and  3  bedroom  houses 
and  1  bed.  bungalows 

8 

3.  The  positiop  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31. 12. 51  was  as 
follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  COMPLETED  since 
1.1.45  UP  TO  31.12.51  : 


Site 

No.  of  Houses 

Type  of  House 

Crabtree  Lane 

31 

Temporary  Prefabricated  —  2  bed- 

Wood  Crescent  . . . 

19 

room. 

Temporary  Prefabricated  —  2  bed- 

Adeyfield 

102 

room. 

Permanent  Prefabricated  —  B.l.S.F 

Belswains  Farm 

102 

— 3  bedroom. 

Permanent  Brick — 3  &  4  bedroom. 

Estate 

Beechfield  i 

50 

Permanent  Brick. 

Beechfield  2 
Beechfield  3 

22 

26 

1  Permanent  Brick — Bungalows  and 

Beechfield  4 

30 

i  2  &  3  bedroom  houses 

Oakdene  Road  ... 

6 

Permanent  Brick — 3  bedroom. 

Fairway 

25 

Permanent  Brick — 3  bedroom. 

Stonelea  Road 

14 

Permanent  Brick — 3  bedroom. 

Vauxhall  Road 

14 

Permanent  Brick — 3  bedroom. 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  COMMENCED  since 
1.1.45,  BUT  NOT  COMPLETED  AT  31.12.51  : 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm¬ 

enced 

No 

com¬ 

pleted 

Beechfield  5 

22 

2  and  3  bedroom 

22 

_ 

Belswains  3,  4  &  5 

68 

2  and  3  bedroom 

66 

— 

(c)  Particulars  of  other  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  PROJECTED 
SINCE  1.1.45,  i.e.  Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand, 
but  where  a  start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.51. 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type  of  house 

Seaton  Road 

i 

3  bedroom. 

Deaconsfield  Road 

1 

3  bedroom. 

Oliver  Road 

2 

2  bedroom. 

Fairway  5 

15 

2  and  3  bedroom. 

Adeyfield  2 

166 

2  and  3  bed.  flats,  2  and  3  bed. 
houses,  old  people’s  bungalows 

Beechfield  6 

94 

2  and  3  bedroom. 

Redbourn  Road  ... 

300 

2  and  3  bedroom,  1  and  2  bed¬ 
room  Flats  and  Shops. 

4.  Number  of  houses  requisitioned  at  the  end  of  1951  ...  44 

Number  of  families  accommodated  in  them  ...  ...  74 

Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  for  Council  houses 

at  end  of  January,  1952  ...  ...  ...  ...  yg2 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  reports:  “  Over  twelve  hundred 
yards  of  foul  and  surface  water  sewers  to  new  Council  properties 
and  thirty-nine  thousand  yards  ranging  from  pin.  to  48in.  diameter 
pipes  to  Development  Corporation  estates  were  laid  in  1951.  The 
increasing  population  still  further  overloaded  the  already  inadequate 
sewage  disposal  works,  but  progress  with  the  trunk  sewer  leading 
to  the  new  Coyne  Valley  Sewerage  Board  works  at  Maple  Cross 
gives  hope  that  the  Borough's  own  works  will  soon  be  redundant. 

The  Council  continued  to  empty  approximately  one  hundred 
and  forty'  cesspools,  at  periods  ranging  from  twice  monthly  to 
''  when  required."  Special  arrangements  had  to  be  made  to  deal 
with  the  temporary  cesspool  at  the  first  factory  to  be  completed  in 
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the  new  industrial  area:  shortly  before  the  end  of  the  year  this 
building  was  connected  to  the  sewer. 

Three  premises,  including  two  industrial,  were  connected  to 
the  sewer,  cesspools  being  abolished." 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  greater  part  of  the  Borough  is  supplied  by  mains  water;  a 
small  area  at  Felden  is  connected  to  the  Rickmansworth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  Company’s  water  supply,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  town  is  supplied  from  the  Council’s  bore-holes — one  at  Piccotts 
End  and  two  at  the  Waterworks  at  Mario wes. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  over  the  second  half 
of  the  year  was  1,292,979  gallons,  an  increase  of  157,556  gallons 
compared  with  the  average  for  last  year.  All  water  is  chlorinated. 
Main  water  supplies  were  sampled  regularly:  one  unsatisfactory 
bacteriological  report  was  received  in  respect  of  raw  water,  but  all 
chlorinated  samples  obtained  from  different  parts  of  the  area  were 
satisfactory. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  dwelling  houses  and 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 


Population 

(estimated) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

24000 

6563 

23843 

19 

54 

Water  Samples  taken  during  the  year  1951: — 


Description 

of 

Samples 

No  of  Samples 

Bacteriological  Exam 

Chemical  Examination 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsat. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsat. 

Main  Supply — 

Raw  Water  ... 

15 

14 

1 

3 

3 

— 

Chlorinated ... 

28 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Private  Supplies 

21 

20* 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Swimming  Pool 

18 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Main  VV'ater 

Total  Hardness — 24.0  parts  per  IOC, 000; 

16.8  grains  per  gal 

*  Note: — On  six  occasions,  in  respect  of  four  premises,  repeat  samples  were 
requested  where  the  results  were  not  up  to  the  usual  high 
standard. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

19 

10 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

•  •  • 

21 

16 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Nil 

Measles  ... 

•  •  • 

230 

13 

Nil 

Dysentery 

•  •  • 

18 

12 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

*  •  • 

13 

13 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute  Polio¬ 
myelitis 

Measles 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

1 

Dysentery 

Under  i  year 

1 

1 

1 

I  to  2  years  ... 

.  .  . 

1 

20 

.  .  . 

2  to  3  ,, 

3 

5 

21 

1 

3  to  4 

1 

•  •  . 

21 

1 

4  to  5  ,, 

3 

8 

35 

♦  .  » 

5  to  10  ,, 

10 

2 

125 

6 

10  to  15  ,, 

.  •  . 

2 

1 

4 

3 

15  to  20  ,, 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

20  to  35 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

12 

2 

35  to  45  ,, 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

45  to  65  ,, 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

65  and  upwards  .. 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

Age  Unknown 

... 

... 

3 

... 

3 

TOTAL  CASES 
NOTIFIED  ... 

19 

21 

1 

230 

13 

18 

Apart  from  Measles  being  epidemic  this  year  the  incidence  of 
infectious  disease  was  light.  The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred 
throughout  the  year,  about  50%  being  among  school  children. 
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The  cases  of  dysentery  were  of  the  Sonne  variety  and  mainly 
centred  round  one  of  the  Children’s  Homes.  Some  of  these  children 
attended  one  of  the  Borough  Infant  Schools  and  a  fairly  extensive 
investigation  among  the  children  attending  this  school  was  carried 
out,  certain  carriers  being  excluded  for  a  period. 

The  one  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  in  a  child:  it  was  of  the  non¬ 
paralytic  variety  and  the  case  appeared  to  fully  recover. 

Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases 


Deaths  of  cases  on  Register 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 


26  Pulmonary 

4  Non-Pulmonary 


Nil 


5 
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STATISTICS 

The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,249  acres,  and  is 
made  up  of  the  parishes  of  Kings  Langley,  Flaunden,  Bovingdon, 
Great  Gaddesden,  Flamstead  and  Markyate. 

Population  (Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  resident 

population)  1951  .  ...  ...  ...  11,700 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1951)  according  to 

rate  books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3>37^ 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £69,193 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £273 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

LIVE 

(  Legitimate 

171 

87 

84 ) 

BIRTH-RATE 

BIRTHS 

( 

) 

per  1,000  of  the 

(  Illegitimate 

9 

5 

4  ) 

estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population 

15-4 

STILL- 

(  Legitimate 

I 

— 

I ) 

STILL-BIRTH 

BIRTHS 

( 

) 

RATE  per  1,000 

(  Illegitimate 

— 

- ) 

(live  and  still) 
births  . 

5-5 

DEATHS 

•  .  •  •  •  • 

142 

70 

72 

DEATH-RATE 

per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resi¬ 


dent  population  12.  i 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  22.2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  ...  17.5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  ...  iii.i 

Actual  number  of  deaths  under  i  year: 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  )  Total 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i  )  4 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  2i 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  i 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Of  the  142  deaths,  46  were  attributable  to  Heart  Disease  and 
14  to  other  circulatory  diseases.  There  were  2  deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  17  from  other  respiratory  diseases. 
There  were  21  deaths  from  Cancer.  Three  deaths  occurred  from 
motor  vehicle  accidents. 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

Of  the  4  deaths,  3  occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  4 
weeks,  one  being  due  to  Prematurity,  one  to  congenital  deformity 
and  one  to  lack  of  lung  expansion.  The  fourth  child  died  from 
Whooping  Cough. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1951. 


Visits  and  Inspections  Made. 

General : 

Houses — Housing  Acts  . . 
Infectious  diseases 
Water  supply 

Drainage  . 

Moveable  dwellings 

Factories 

Workshops 

Visits  re  Refuse  Collection 

Visits  re  Refuse  Disposal 

Schools 

Miscellaneous 

Re-inspections 

Interviews  ... 

Petroleum  ... 

Public  Houses 

Meat  and  Foods  : 

Bakehouses 

Butchers 

Fishmongers 

Grocers 

Dairies 

Ice  Cream  Premises 
Restaurants  . 


73 

9 

89 

181 

76 

22 

5 

25 

134 

10 

67 

87 

55 

16 

21 

8 

8 

3 

24 

2 

3 

3^ 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  With. 

Outstanding  Served 

Complied  with 

Outstanding 

31.12.50  1951 

1951 

31. 12.51 

Formal  ...  Nil  33 

25 

8 

Informal  ...  35  277 

297 

15 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied. 

Dustbins 

...  151 

Fireplaces . 

3 

Houses  with  defective  windows 

and  doors 

4 

Dangerous  structures 

2 

Houses  with  defective  roofs 

12 

Drainage 

...  3« 

Water  Closets 

10 

Water  Supply  . 

32 

Sinks 

33 

Cleanliness  ... 

6 

Wall  and  Ceiling  Plaster  ... 

5 

General  dampness  ... 

5 

Pail  closets  ... 

8 

Floors 

5 

Miscellaneous 

6 

Animals 

3 

Overcrowding 

2 

Paving 

2 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation  : 


Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  ...  ...  3 

Houses  treated  for  bed-bugs — Council  ...  ...  ...  i 

Other  .  5 

Premises  treated  for  other  vermin  ...  ...  ...  8 

Loads  of  bedding  steam  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Production  and  Distribution. 

Number  of  Dairies  registered  (not  being  Dairy  Farms)  2 

Number  of  Distributors  of  milk .  22 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested 
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Number  of  Supplementary  Pasteurised  Licences  ...  3 

Number  of  Supplementary  Sterilised  Licences  ...  ...  6 

Milk  from  a  number  of  herds  has  been  found  to  be  infected 
with  Brucella  Abortus  (the  cause  of  Undulant  Fever).  Where 
milk  is  not  ordinarily  pasteurised,  arrangements  are  made  with  the 
producer  for  pasteurisation  of  the  milk  until  it  is  found  to  have 
become  negative  to  this  organism. 

Ice-Cream — Registration  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Nineteen  premises  are  used  in  connection  with  thg  manufacture 
or  sale  of  ice  cream,  preserved  food,  etc.  Of  these,  18  are  registered 
for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  one  for  the  sale  and  manufacture  of  ice 
cream. 

Other  Food  Premises. 

There  are  4  bakehouses,  5  fish-frying  premises  and  31  cafes  and 
meal-preparing  premises  in  the  District.  Road  transport  cafes 
continue  to  present  problems  in  sanitary  arrangements  and  meal¬ 
preparing  facilities. 

Improvements  to  6  licensed  premises  were  secured  during  the 
year. 

No  formal  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  Clean  Food 
Byelaws  and  apart  from  the  exceptions  already  instanced,  the 
standard  of  food  premises  is,  on  the  whole,  good. 

Slaughterhouses 

There  are  4  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  No 
slaughtering  for  the  purpose  of  sale  takes  place,  other  than 
emergency  slaughter. 

Foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  Human  Consumption. 

Meat  and  Meat  Products  ...  ...  203J  lbs. 

Tins  and  Bottles  ...  ...  ...  362 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  the  District  during 
the  year. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937. 


I.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  f including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

15 

8 

7 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

52 

21 

_ 

fiii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises) 

8 

12 

2 

TOTAL  ... 

75 

41 

9 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec¬ 
utions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

F<eme- 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Outwork. 

Sections  no  and  in  .  Nil 
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HOUSING 

I.  During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were: — 
(a)  Commenced  Only. 


Lo 

cal  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Temporary 

Permanent 

Prefabricated 
—  non-tradi- 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

tional  . . 

. 

16 

Unity.  3-bedroom, 
non-parlour. 

Nil 

Permanent 

Brick 

75 

3-bedroom,  parlour 
(11),  3-bedroom 

non-parlour  (8), 

2-bedroom  fiats  (28), 
i-bedroom  flats  (28). 

15 

(b)  COiMPLETED. 


Local  Authoiity 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Temporary 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent 

—  non-tradi- 

tional 

.  ...  •  ♦  « 

12 

Unity.  3-bedroom, 

Nil 

non -parlour. 

Permanent 

Brick 

64 

3-bedroom,  parlour 
(16',  3  bedroom  non¬ 
parlour  (27),  2  bed¬ 

room  (1),  2  bedroom 
flats  (10),  1  bedroom 
flats  (10). 

7 

2.  The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31. 12. 51  was  as 
follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  COMPLETED  since 
1.1.45  UP  to  31.12.51. 
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Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type  of  House 

Markyate,  Buckwood  Road  ... 

26 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and 
non-parlour. 

Markyate,  Buckwood  Road  ... 

11 

Arcon,  2-bcdroom,  Temporary 

Markyate,  Cowper  Road 

20 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and 
non-parlour. 

Kings  Langley,  Rucklers  Lane 

24 

Uni-Seco — Temporary. 

Kings  Langley,  Rucklers  Lane 

12 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour. 

Kings  Langley,  Barnes  Estate 

39 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour 
and  parlour  and  2-bedroom. 

Kings  Langley,  Wesley  Estate 

14 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour. 

Flamstead 

20 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and 
non-parlour,  (10). 

Airey  &  Timber  Swedish,  3-bed¬ 
room,  parlour,  (10). 

Chipperfield,  Nun-Field 

16 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and 
non-parlour. 

Bovingdon,  Hyde  Meadows  ... 

48 

Brick,  Airey  &  Unity,  3-bed., 
parlour  and  non-parlour. 

Gaddesden  Row,  Jockey  End 

12 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and 
non-parlour. 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  COMMENCED  since 
1.1.45,  BUT  NOT  COMPLETED  at  31.12.51. 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm¬ 

enced 

No. 

com¬ 

pleted 

Kings  Langley — 

Barnes  Estate 

6 

3-bedroom,  parlour  ... 

6 

Nil 

Kings  Langley — 

Wesley  Estate 

28 

1  and  2-bedroom,  flats... 

28 

20 

Bovingdon 

16 

3-bedroom — Unity 

16 

6 

Bovingdon 

12 

1  and  2-bedroom,  flats... 

12 

Nil 

Flamstead 

4 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

4 

Nil 

Markyate 

22 

3-bedroom,  parlour 

and  non-parlour  (6)  ... 

2-bedroom  flats  (8)  ... 

1-bedroom,  flats  (8) 

22 

Nil 

Chipperfield 

16 

2-bedroom,  flats  (8) 

1-bedroom,  flats  (8)  ... 

. . .  — SL 

16 

Nil 
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(c)  Particulars  of  other  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  PROJECTED 
SINCE  1.1.45 — i.e.  Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in 
hand,  but  where  a  start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.51:  — 


Site 

Proposed  No. 
of  Houses 

Type 

Kings  Langley,  Barnes  Lane 

9 

2  bed.  Bungalows  (3) 

2  bedroom  houses  (6) 

Bovingdon  ... 

14 

3  bedroom,  non¬ 
parlour — Unity 

Ctiipperfield 

4 

3  b/room,  N/ parlour 

Markyate 

18 

3  bed.  N/parlour  (16) 

2  bedroom  (2) 

Flaunden 

4 

3  bedroom  non-parlour 

Great  Gaddesden 

6 

3  bed.  parlour  and 

non-parlour 

Flamstead 

8 

3 bedroom  non-parlour 

3.  Number  of  houses  and  hutments  requisitioned  by 

the  Council  at  the  end  of  1951  ...  ...  ...  50  houses 

105  huts 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  end 
of  1951  . 500 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Water  supplied  to  Kings  Langley,  Bovingdon,  Chipperfield 
and  Flaunden  is  from  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Company.  In  this  area  there  are  a  few  houses  supplied  from 
the  Hemel  Hempstead  Borough  Waterworks.  Some  outlying  farms 
and  houses  are  supplied  from  deep  bores.  Three  houses  are  known 
to  depend  on  rainwater. 

Markyate  is  supplied  from  the  Authority’s  own  waterworks  at 
Cheverells  Green.  Chlorination  is  carried  out.  The  water  is  drawn 
from  a  deep  well  and  a  borehole  in  the  chalk.  The  supply  has  been 
adequate  and  of  good  quality. 

Flamstead  village  is  supplied  from  the  Authority’s  own  water¬ 
works  at  Holly  Bush  Lane.  The  supply  is  restricted  in  quantity  but 
of  satisfactory  quality.  The  water  is  from  a  deep  well  in  the  chalk. 
No  chlorination  is  carried  out.  The  remainder  of  the  very  scattered 
parish  is  supplied  from  private  wells  and  boreholes. 

The  widespread  parish  of  Great  Gaddesden  has  a  number  of 
sources  of  water.  In  this  parish,  Potten  End  received  an  adequate 
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and  satisfactory  supply  from  Great  Berkhamsted  Waterworks  Com¬ 
pany.  The  hamlets  of  Jockey  End  and  Chequers  End  are  supplied 
by  the  Council  from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk.  These  supplies  are 
chlorinated.  The  quality  of  the  water  is  good;  the  quantity  could 
be  advantageously  increased  and  the  distribution  improved. 

Steps  were  taken  during  the  year  to  enforce  piped  water  supply 
in  houses  in  Markyate  at  present  dependent  on  stand-pipe  supply. 
Only  those  houses  considered  as  likely  to  be  suitable  for  human 
habitation  for  a  reasonable  period  were  dealt  with. 

The  scheme  for  a  piped  supply  to  the  Northern  Parishes  has 
not  progressed;  difficulty  in  obtaining  equipment  was  experienced. 

Water  Samples  taken  in  1951: 

Private  ...  ...  ...  i  (Satisfactory) 

Public  ...  ...  ...  7  (All  satisfactory) 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number 
of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 


Parish 

Population 

(approx.) 

Total  No. 
of  Houses 

(a)  Direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  By  means  of 
stand-pipes 

Houses 

Pop’n. 

Houses 

Pop’n. 

Bovingdon 

2296 

709 

667 

2164 

40 

132 

Flaunden 

168 

50 

28 

84 

23 

84 

Kings  Langley 

3658 

1154 

1136 

3604 

18 

54 

Chipperfield  ... 

1305 

418 

359 

1140 

55 

165 

Flamstead 

1097 

337 

83 

249 

128 

384 

Gt.  Gaddesden 

976 

312 

60 

180 

89 

267 

Markyate 

1750 

532 

461 

1567 

61 

183 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  construction  of  the  Colne  Valley  Sewerage  Board’s  trunk 
sewer  has  continued  at  Kings  Langley.  This  sewer  will  eventually 
make  the  sewage  works  at  Kings  Langley  redundant. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Regular  collection  of  refuse  is  made  throughout  the  District. 
Disposal  is  by  tipping,  controlled  as  far  as  possible.  Salvage  is 
separated  and  sold.  Action  was  taken  under  Section  26  of  the 
Hertfordshire  County  Council  Act,  1935  to  bring  about  the  cessation 
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of  dumping  of  industrial  refuse  from  Luton  on  to  land  at  Markyate. 

The  question  of  facilities  for  refuse  disposal  in  the  Southern 
Parishes  is  one  which  has  been  the  subject  of  long  negotiation  and 
consideration,  and  appears  to  be  difficult  of  solution. 

Night  Soil  Collection. 

Weekly  collection  at  night  of  all  closets  is  made  by  the 
Authority’s  cesspool  machine  at  Bovingdon,  Flaunden,  Flamstead, 
Chipperfield  and  Great  Gaddesden.  Kings  Langley  and  Markyate 
being  sewered,  there  are  very  few  pail  closets,  and  these  are  dealt 
with  privately.  The  disposal  is  into  the  sewage  works  at  Bovingdon 
Airport  and  on  to  the  land  acquired  for  the  purpose  in  Great 
Gaddesden  Parish. 

Cesspool  Emptying. 

The  Authority  has  its  own  machine  and  staff.  The  volume  of 
work  varies  greatly  from  time  to  time,  at  times  being  more  than  the 
one  machine  can  cope  with:  at  other  times  conditions  are  easier. 
During  the  year  the  arrangements  for  emptying  cesspools  in  Berk- 
hamsted  Rural  District  were  discontinued.  Disposal  is  by  dis¬ 
charge  into  sewage  works  and  on  to  land.  As  far  as  possible  the 
service  is  supported  by  payments  made  for  the  service  from  owners 
and  occupiers  of  premises. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  tuberculosis)  during  the  year  : — 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

5 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

37 

Nil 

1 

Measles  ... 

107 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia 

5 

— 

— 

Dysentery  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 
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Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Under  i  year 

•  •  « 

6 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

I  to  2  years  ... 

•  •  • 

4 

6 

•  •  • 

2  to  3  ,, 

2 

6 

•  •  • 

3  to  4  ,, 

«  ♦  • 

8 

17 

•  •  • 

4  to  5 

2 

4 

11 

•  •  • 

5  to  lo  ,, 

3 

13 

54 

•  «  « 

lo  to  15  ,, 

1 

•  •  • 

8 

•  •  « 

15  to  20  ,, 

1 

... 

20  to  35  ,, 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

35  t'o  45 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

45  to  65  ,, 

•  •  • 

3 

... 

65  and  upwards  .. 

•  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

Age  Unknown 

4  .  . 

2 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

TOTAL  CASES 

37 

107 

1 

NOTIFIED  ... 

6 

5 

1 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary 
N  on-Pulmonary 


Deaths  of  cases  on  Register 

6  Pulmonary  ...  ...  2 

4  Non-Pulmonary  ...  Nil 
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STATISTICS 

The  Urban  District  of  Berkhamsted  comprises  an  area  of  2,017 
acres. 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident 

population)  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,300 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1951)  according  to 

rate  books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,324 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £93,377 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £373 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 

T otal.  M.  P. 


LIVE 

(  Legitimate 

140 

70 

70 ) 

BIRTH-RATE 

BIRTHS 

{ 

■) 

per  1,000  of  the 

(  Illegitimate 

7 

6 

I ) 

estimated  resi- 

dent  population  13.0 

STILL- 

(  Legitimate 

4 

2 

2  ) 

STILL-BIRTH 

BIRTHS 

( 

) 

RATE  per  1,000 

(  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

- ) 

(live  and  still) 

births  .  26.5 

DEATHS 

...  .  •  • 

182 

88 

94 

DEATH-RATE 

per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resi¬ 


dent  population  16.  i 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

NIL 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

... 

40.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births 

»  .  • 

35-7 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 
Actual  number  of  deaths  under  i  year: 

142.9 

Legitimate  ... 

5  ) 

Total 

Illegitimate  ... 

I  ) 

6 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

34 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

I 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

NIL 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Of  the  182  deaths  54  were  attributed  to  Heart  Disease  and  24 
to  other  circulatory  diseases.  Three  deaths  occurred  from  Respira¬ 
tory  Tuberculosis  and  31  from  other  respiratory  diseases.  There 
were  34  deaths  from  Cancer.  Four  deaths  occurred  from  Influenza. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  Motor  Vehicle  accidents. 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

Of  the  6  deaths  2  occurred  in  children  under  4  weeks  old. 
These  were  both  premature  children.  Of  the  other  4  deaths  2  were 
due  to  Asphyxiation,  one  to  Uraemia  and  one  to  Broncho¬ 
pneumonia. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1951 

Visits  and  Inspections  Made. 

Complaints 


Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  345 

General 

Dwelling  houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  370 

Requisitioned  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Housing  enquiries — cases  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  13 

Factories  . .  .  71 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Drainage  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Shops  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Re-visits  to  premises  under  notice  ...  ...  ...  284 

Swimming  Pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Interviews — ^Owners,  Builders,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  159 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  182 

Tents,  Vans  and  sheds .  ...  4 
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Meat  and  Foods 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Provision  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Meat  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Cafe  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Market  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Ice  Cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Sampling 

Water — Bacteriological  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Chemical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Ice  Cream — Bacteriological  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  With, 

Served : 

Statutory  ...  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  16 

Informal  ...  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  135 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ...  5 

Factories  Act  ...  ...  ...  2 

Complied  with: 

Statutory  ...  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  16 

Informal  ...  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  122 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ...  5 

Factories  Act  ...  ...  ...  i 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied, 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  : — 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Fireplaces  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Plaster  .  i 

Paving  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Gutters  and  spouting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Defective  drains  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Choked  drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

W.C.  Fittings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Door  and  window  fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Sink  fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 
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Food  and  Drt;gs  Act  : 

Premises  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Shops  Acts  : 

Provision  of  separate  sanitary  accommodation  ...  ...  i 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

Houses  disinfected  after  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Houses  cleansed  and  disinfested  .. .  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  treated  for  other  vermin  .. .  ...  ...  ...  7 

Parcels  of  bedding  steam  treated  ...  ...  ...  15 

Wasps  nests  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  states: — 

Milk  Production  and  Distribution. 

“  There  are  now  only  two  cow-keepers  producing  milk  within 
the  District.  Both  are  licensed  by  the  County  Council  as  designated 
producers.  There  are  no  bottling  or  pasteurising  depots  within  the 
area. 


During  the  year  the  following  licences  were  issued: — 
Dealers  licence  for  sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk 
,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  T.T.  Tested  Milk  ... 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Sterilised  Milk 

Number  of  dairy  premises  in  the  District 

Ice  Cream. 


2 

2 

1 

2 


>  I 


‘‘  Although  originally  four  premises  were  registered  for  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream  under  the  Ice  Cream  Regula¬ 
tions  there  now  remains  one  manufacturer  only  on  the  register  and 
it  can  be  said  that  these  premises  are  most  hygienic  and  efficient 
and  comply  to  the  highest  degree  with  the  standard  and  require¬ 
ments  laid  down  by  the  Regulations.  The  other  three  manufacturers 
have  given  up  their  registration  for  a  variety  of  reasons  mainly  those 
of  economy.  There  are  ten  premises  registered  for  the  retail  sale 
of  ice  cream,  principally  in  pre-packed  form.  All  the  premises  are 
provided  with  refrigerated  conservators.  Ten  samples  of  ice  cream 
were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  for  provisional  grading. 
No  exception  can  be  taken  to  the  standard  of  the  samples." 
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Ivleat  and  Food  Inspection. 

"  The  slaughtering  of  bovines,  sheep  and  pigs  is  still  centralised 
at  Tring  Abattoir  which  serves  Berkhamsted  R.D.C.,  Berkhamsted 
U.D.C.  and  Tring  U.D.C.  All  carcases  and  offal  are  subject  to  a 
post-mortem  examination.  Imported  frozen  meat,  carcases  and 
offal  are  distributed  from  the  Aylesbury  Depot.  Frequent  visits 
are  made  to  meat  shops  in  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  inspection 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  other  matters  regarding  meat. 
The  supervision  is  close  and  the  premises  generally  give  satisfaction. 


Foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  Human  Consumption: 


Meat 

Fish 

Milk  . 

Soup . 

Other  tins  (excluding  meat) 
Eggs 

2  oz.  processed  cheese 
Butter  ... 

Miscellaneous  Foods  ... 


694  Jibs. 

86  lbs. 

431  tins 
333  tins 
841  tins 

3.265 

159  doz.  tins 
10  lbs. 
SSilbs.” 


Licensed  Premises. 

In  my  report  of  1950  information  was  given  of  the  detailed 
survey  made  during  the  year  requiring  the  provision  of  satisfactory 
sanitary  accommodation  for  males  and  females  and  also  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  suitable  washing-up  facilities.  Much  of  the  work  was 
carried  out  in  that  year  but  I  did  comment  on  certain  premises  the 
work  at  which  was  still  outstanding.  It  can  now  be  said  that  satis¬ 
factory  standard  has  been  reached  with  all  the  licensed  houses  in  the 
town  with  the  exception  of  two.  One  is  in  need  of  extensive 
structural  alteration,  and  the  other  is  to  be  pulled  down  and  rebuilt 
when  opportunity  occurs.  In  the  meantime  both  these  premises  are 
being  maintained  in  a  cleanly  condition  and  a  result  of  existing 
circumstances  must  await  a  suitable  moment  for  the  necessary  work 
to  be  carried  out.'' 

Food  Poisoning: 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred  in  the  District 
during  the  year. 


35 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937. 


I.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

8 

6 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

57 

58 

8 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Secti  on  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises) 

7 

7 

TOTAL  ... 

72 

71 

8 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 

Particulars 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

prosec¬ 

utions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

6 

6 

-  ■ 

-  -■ 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences: 
unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

8 

8 

— 

1 

— 

Outwork, 

Sections  no  and  in  .  Nil 
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HOUSING 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  E.  Hulse,  Engineer  and  Surveyor  to 
Berkhamsted  Urban  District,  for  the  following  summary  of  the 
position  in  regard  to  the  provision  of  Council  houses  during  1951: — 
Progress  made  with  the  building  of  new  houses  during  1951 
can  only  be  described  as  fair.  The  number  of  completed  houses 
both  by  the  Local  Authority  (19)  and  by  private  enterprise  (2) 
was  below  the  average  for  previous  years.  This  was  due  to  two 
factors.  Firstly,  the  Council  felt  the  full  impact  of  the  New  Town 
development  at  Kernel  Hempstead.  The  more  favourable  terms  for 
the  construction  of  houses  in  the  New  Town  area  resulted  in  one  of 
our  larger  Contractors  leaving  our  site  and  the  total  labour  force 
on  our  house  building  programme  being  reduced  to  a  very  low 
hgure  indeed.  Secondly,  on  the  advice  of  the  Ministry  of  Local 
Government  and  Planning,  in  order  to  avoid  competition  with  the 
New  Town  on  traditional  houses,  the  Council  gave  consideration 
to  several  types  of  non-traditional  building  and  selected  Wimpey’s 
No-Fines.”  Negotiations  were  completed  at  a  figure  that  the 
Ministry  had  stated  would  be  acceptable  and  Contract  documents 
were  prepared  and  ready  for  signature  when  the  Ministry  informed 
the  Council  that  the  price  was  no  longer  acceptable.  This  action 
of  the  Ministry  threw  the  Councihs  programme  for  1951  back  several 
months  but  they  have  displayed  a  great  deal  of  energy  towards 
catching  up  on  their  programme,  and  this  is  evinced  by  the  fact 
that  no  less  than  '85  houses  were  in  course  of  construction  on  the 
31st  December,  1951. 

The  position  with  regard  to  labour  in  the  area  improved  slightly 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  Council  were  pleased  to  find 
that  they  could  build  traditional  brick  houses  as  cheaply  as  non- 
traditional  ones. 

The  total  number  of  houses  completed  since  the  end  of  the  war 
up  to  31st  December,  1951,  was  185  by  the  Local  Authority  and 
70  by  private  enterprise.  The  municipal  houses  built  during  this 
year  were  all  traditional  permanent  houses  with  three  bedrooms, 
with  the  exception  of  one  pair  of  bungalows  for  aged  people.  The 
restriction  on  the  number  of  houses  that  the  Council  and  private 
enterprise  have  been  permitted  to  build  each  year  since  the  end  of 
the  war  prevents  any  reduction  in  the  total  number  of  applicants  on 
the  Council’s  list;  in  fact  the  number  of  names  becomes  greater  each 
year  and  now  stands  at  735.  The  Council  have  by  now  been  able 
to  deal  with  many  of  the  worst  cases  on  the  waidng  list  and  the 
Housing  Committee  are  now  faced  with  and  are  actually  dealing 
with  many  cases  where  the  health  of  the  applicant  is  affected  more 
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by  mental  strain  rather  than  actual  physical  overcrowding.  Up 
to  the  present,  the  Council’s  policy  has  been  to  concentrate  on  the 
provision  of  three  and  four  bedroomed  houses  because  it  was 
apparent  from  the  many  applicants  who  were  interviewed  that  one 
of  the  main  causes  of  overcrowding  was  the  existing  two  bedroomed 
houses.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  the  Council  were  begin¬ 
ning  to  give  consideration  to  a  change  in  this  policy  and  1952  will 
probably  see  the  erection  of  some  two  bedroomed  houses  and  also 
more  bungalows  for  aged  persons. 

On  account  of  the  housing  shortage  still  prevailing,  the  Council 
have  been  unable  to  deal  specifically  with  families  living  in  old  and 
condemned  properties  but  many  of  these  are  on  the  list  of  applicants 
for  new  houses  and  certain  cases  have  been  dealt  with  The 
Council’s  policy  is  to  close  premises  that  are  unfit  for  habitation 
whenever  they  move  the  family  or  families  occupying  them  into  a 
new  house. 

The  Council’s  main  housing  development  is  still  on  Durrants 
Estate,  situated  at  the  West  side  of  the  town,  with  an  area  of 
approximately  40  acres.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  estate  will  be 
completed  in  1953,  when  there  will  be  about  340  houses,  2  shops 
with  living  accommodation  and  a  number  of  lock-up  garages  for 
cars  and  motor  cycles.  Wherever  practicable,  open  forecourt 
development  has  been  adopted  and  within  the  estate  there  will  be  a 
public  open  space  with  recreational  appliances  for  children.  The 
earlier  houses  erected  were  of  an  exceptionally  high  quality  and, 
although  the  Council  have  reluctantly  had  to  reduce  slightly  the 
standard  of  amenity  provided  for  their  tenants,  the  standard  can  still 
be  regarded  as  a  reasonable  one. 

Looking  to  the  future,  the  Council  have  given  consideration  to 
their  next  housing  site  and  they  ultimately  decided  to  acquire  land 
on  the  Eastern  side  of  the  town  near  Long  Green.  It  was  hoped 
to  obtain  planning  permission  for  approximately  50  acres,  but  on 
account  of  agricultural  objections  this  has  been  reduced  for  the  time 
being  to  30  acres. 

The  end  of  the  year  found  the  Council  worried  over  the  future 
housing  position  from  the  angle  of  rents  that  were  having  to  be 
charged.  Whilst  the  Council  were  doing  all  they  could  to  reduce 
rents  by  cutting  down  the  sizes  of  the  houses  and  by  cutting  out 
amenities  and  by  reducing  the  specification,  yet  the  rapid  rises  in 
the  costs  of  materials  and  in  rates  of  wages  as  well  as  interest  rates, 
continually  offset  the  economies  that  had  been  effected  and  the 
Council  feel  that  this  ;grave  matter  that  affects  all  Local  Authorities 
should  be  pressed  home  on  the  Government.” 
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I.  During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were:— 


(a)  Commenced  Only. 


Number 

Local  Authority 

Type 

Private 

Enterprise 

Temporary  Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Prefabricated 

10 

Unity,  3  bed.  Parlour 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick 

50 

3  bedroom,  Parlour 

7 

(b)  Completed. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick 

19 

Old  persons  bungalows(?) 
3  bedroom,  Parlour  and 
non-parlour  (17) 

2 

2.  The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31. 12.51  was  as 
follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  COMPLETED  since  1.1.45  to 
31.12.51 


Site 

No  of 
Houses 

Type 

Highfield  House  Estate  ... 

30 

Prefabricated  Bungalows 

Swingate  Lane  Estate 

20 

3  bedroom,  non-parlour,  brick 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  COMMENCED 
SINCE  1.1.45,  BUT  NOT  COMPLETED  at  31.12.51  :  — 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm¬ 

enced 

No. 

com 

pleted 

Durrants  Farm  Estate  ... 

300 

3  bed.  and  4  bedroom 

222 

135 

approx 

parlour  and  non-parlour 

Victoria  Road 

10 

Unity  3  bed.  parlour  ... 

10 

— 
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(c)  Particulars  of  OTHER  SCHEMES  PROJECTED  since  1.1.45, 
i.e.  Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where 
a  start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.51  :  — 


Site 

Proposed  No.  of  houses 

Type  (if  known) 

Long  Green  Estate 

300  approx. 

— 

3.  At  the  end  of  1951,  there  were  735  applicants  for  Council 
houses.  A  total  of  ii  houses  were  requisitioned  by  the  Urban 
District  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Caravans. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  states: — 

“  During  the  year  a  site  for  the  stationing  of  six  caravans  was 
approved  by  the  Council.  Although  the  licensing  is  subject  to  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  approval  under  Town  Planning  was 
necessary  and  temporary  approval  was  granted  for  a  period  of 
three  years. 

The  site  when  completed  will  house  six  caravans  and  provision 
has  been  made  for  all  amenities.  There  is  one  other  caravan  duly 
licensed  in  the  district  which  has  temporary  planning  approval  for 
two  years.  No  comment  can  be  made  in  respect  of  conditions." 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  District  is  served  by  the  Great  Berkhamsted  Water  Com¬ 
pany.  The  supply  is  constant  and  sufficient  in  quantity  and  quality. 
It  is  chlorinated.  The  water  is  drawn  from  the  chalk-sub-strata 
and  no  complaint  of  plumbo-solvency  or  contamination  by  lead  has 
occurred. 

The  Authority  and  the  Water  Company  each  submit  samples  of 
water  for  bacteriological  examination  on  alternate  months.  The 
Authority  also  submit  samples  for  chemical  analysis  quarterly.  The 
results  of  all  samples  prove  the  water  to  be  highly  satisfactory  for 
all  purposes  of  domestic  use. 
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Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number 
of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 


Population 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

11550 

3287 

11499 

13 

51 

Population  figures  are  approximate. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

13 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

60 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  ... 

291 

Nil 

1 

Pneumonia 

3 

Nil 

— 

Erysipelas 

4 

Nil 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

2 
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Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Infective 

Hepatiti* 

1 

Under  i  year 

•  *  • 

3 

4 

I  to  2  years  ... 

•  •  * 

«  *  • 

16 

2  to  3 

*  *  • 

4 

20 

3  to  4  . 

1 

12 

29 

4  to  5  „ 

2 

9 

45 

5  to  10  ,, 

13 

30 

149 

10  to  15  ,, 

1 

•  •  • 

11 

15  to  20  ,, 

1 

•  •  . 

4 

1 

20  to  35  ,, 

1 

1 

4 

•  •  • 

35  to  45  „ 

•  •  . 

«  «  • 

2 

1 

1 

2 

45  to  65  ,, 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

65  and  upwards  .. 

•  •  • 

**  . 

«  •  • 

.  • . 

•  •  • 

Age  unknown 

«  •  • 

1 

7 

... 

1 

TOTAL  CASES 

NOTIFIED  ... 

19 

60 

291 

3 

4 

2 

Measles  was  epidemic  in  the  first  half  of  the  year;  the  peak  of 
notifications  being  reached  in  May:  whooping  cough  was  prevalent, 
notifications  bein;g  greatest  in  November  and  December. 

Fifteen  of  the  19  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  among  children 
of  school  age.  Almost  every  school  had  a  case  or  so  and  they 
occurred  throughout  most  of  the  year. 

Tuberculosis, 

New  Cases  Deaths  of  cases  on  Register 

Pulmonary  .  ii  Non-Pulmonary  ...  2 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  Nil  Pulmonary  ...  ...  2 
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STATISTICS 


The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes 
of  Northchurch,  Aldbury,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden  (with 
Rotten  End),  Little  Gaddesden  and  Puttenham,  which  comprises 
an  area  of  17,572  acres. 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident 

population)  1951  .  5,534 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1951)  according  to 

Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,604 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £35>^57 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £138 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

LIVE 

(  Legitimate 

86 

40 

46 ) 

BIRTH-RATE 

BIRTHS 

( 

1) 

per  1,000  of  the 

(  Illegitimate 

5 

I 

4  ) 

estimated  resi- 

dent  population  16.4 

STILL 

(  Legitimate 

2 

2 

- ) 

STILL-BIRTH 

BIRTHS 

( 

) 

RATE  per  1,000 

(  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

- ) 

(live  and  still) 

births  .  21.5 

DEATHS 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

52 

21 

31 

DEATH-RATE 

per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  9.4 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  NIL 


Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 
Actual  number  of  deaths  under  one  year 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 


NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

8 

NIL 

NIL 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Of  the  52  deaths  27  were  attributed  to  Heart  Disease  and  4  to 
other  Circulatory  Diseases.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis  and  6  from  other  Respiratory  Diseases.  There  were 
8  deaths  from  Cancer  and  i  death  from  Influenza.  No  deaths 
occurred  from  Motor  Vehicle  accidents. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1951. 


Visits  and  Inspections  Made. 


General  : 


Meat  and  Food  : 


Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  98 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  115 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  29 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  7 

Complaints  investigated  ...  39 

Drainage  inspections  and  tests .  67 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds .  9 

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  ...  7 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Petroleum  stores .  5 

Work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

V erminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Canal  boats  .  7 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Rivers  and  streams  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premises  disinfected  .  ii 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cowsheds  and  dairies  ...  ...  ...  9 

Water  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Food  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  with. 


Outstanding 

Served 

Complied  ^ 

31.12.50 

1951 

1951 

Formal 

. . .  — 

3 

— 

Informal 

14 

25 

33 

Total 

14 

28 

33 

44 

31-12.51 

3 

6 
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Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied. 

Houses 

Drainage,  Cesspools 
Waterclosets 
Dairies  and  cowsheds 
Factories 


54 

23 

9 

2 

3 


Disinfestation. 

One  disinfestation  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Production  and  EHstribution. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  as  follows: — 

Cowkeeper-Retailers  ...  ...  ...  14 

Retailers  (non-resident  in  District)  ...  10 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

No  slaughtering  for  sale  is  carried  out  in  the  District.  The 
slaughtering  of  bovines,  sheep  and  pigs  for  human  consumption  is 
centralised  at  Tring  Abbatoir.  All  carcases  and  offal  are  subject  to 
post-mortem  examination. 

Seven  condemnations  of  unsound  food  were  made  during  the 
year. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  out-breaks  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred  in  the  District 
during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937. 


I.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

7 

9 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

2 

■ 

fiii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

TOTAL  ... 

9 

9 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  .  NIL 

Outwork. 

Making  wearing  apparel  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 


HOUSING 


I.  During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were: — 
(a)  Commenced  Only. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number  |  Type 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick 

14 

3  bedroom,  parlour  (10) 

2  bed  ,  Non-parlour  (2) 

8 

3  bed.,  bungalows  (2) 
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(b)  Completed. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick 

28 

3  bedroom,  parlour  (26) 

2  bed.,  non-parlour  (2) 

6 

2.  The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31. 12.51  was  as 
follows : — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  COMPLETED  since 
1.1.45  UP  TO  31.12.51. 


Site 

Number  of 
houses 

Type  of  house 

Wigginton,  Wick  Road 

8 

3  bedroom,  parlour. 

Wigginton,  Chesham  Road 

6 

4  non-parlour,  3  bedroom. 

2  non-parlour,  2  bedroom. 

Aldbury,  Malting  Lane 

4 

2  parlour,  3  bedroom, 

2  non-parlour,  3  bedroom. 

Aldbury,  Stoneycroft 

12 

3  bedroom  (10  parlour,  2  non- 
parlour.) 

Wilstone,  New  Road 

4 

3  bedroom,  non-parlour. 

Wilstone 

2 

3  bedroom,  parlour  bungalows. 

Little  Gaddesden, 

18 

14  parlour,  3  bedroom. 

Cromer  Close 

4  non-parlour,  3  bedroom. 

Long  Marston,  Tring  Road 

6 

Parlour,  3  bedroom. 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  COMMENCED 
SINCE  1.1.45, BUT  NOT  COMPLETED  at  31.12.51. 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm¬ 

enced 

No. 

com¬ 

pleted 

Little  Gaddesden — 
Cromer  Close  ... 

28 

4  N/ parlour,  3  b/room 
22  parlour,  3  bedroom 

2  N/parlour,  2  b/room 

12 

16 

Potten  End — 

Vicarage  Road  and 
Hedgeside 

32 

24  parlour,  3  bedroom 
and  8  non— parlour, 

2  bedroom  ... 

12 

14 
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(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  PROJECTED  since  1.1.45  (i.e. 
Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a 
start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.51  : 


Site 

Proposed  No.  of  Houses 

Type 

Long  Marston  . 

24 

18  parlour,  3  bedroom 

and  6  non-parlour,  2  bed. 

Number  of  houses  requisitioned  as  at  the  end  of  1951  ...  Nil 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1951  ...  206 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Parishes  of  Tring  Rural,  Puttenham,  Wigginton  and 
Aldbury  receive  constant  water  supplies  from  the  Bucks  Water 
Board.  Little  Gaddesden  and  the  hamlet  of  St.  Margarets  are 
supplied  by  the  Great  Berkhamsted  Water  Company,  as  also  are 
Potten  End  and  Northchurch  in  part.  There  is  no  piped  supply  to 
the  hamlets  of  Frithsden  and  Nettleden. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency  occurring  in 
the  water;  supplies  have  a  considerable  degree  of  hardness.  No 
action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  contamination. 

Water  samples  taken  during  1951: — 

Private  ...  ...  ...  i  Satisfactory 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number 
of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 


Parish 

Population 

(approx.) 

(a)  Supply  direct 
to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  mean 
of  Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Aldbury 

860 

253 

804 

13 

44 

Little  Gaddesden  ... 

1326 

263 

1326 

a  •  • 

«  •  • 

Nettleden  (with 

Potten  End) 

982 

239 

874 

3 

7 

Northchurch... 

841 

224 

798 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

Puttenham  ... 

100 

35 

100 

•  *  * 

•  •  • 

Tring  Rural  ... 

737 

197 

694 

12 

44 

Wigginton 

990 

255 

980 

... 

*  •  . 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

With  the  exception  of  the  villages  of  Long  Marston  and 
Wilstone,  which  comprise  the  parish  of  Tring  Rural,  there  are  no 
public  sewers  in  the  District.  The  above  two  villages  each  have 
treatment  by  broad  irrigation,  and  no  complaints  of  nuisances  or 
unsatisfactory  effluent  have  been  received  during  the  year. 

A  small  extension  of  the  sewer  in  Tring  Road,  Long  Marston 
was  carried  out  in  July  last. 

WiGGiNTON  Parish.  The  Lower  Wigginton  area  which  consists 
almost  entirely  of  old  houses  is,  from  the  point  of  view  of  sanitation, 
very  unsatisfactory.  The  area  is  congested  and  in  practically  every 
case  there  is  insufficient  garden  area  for  the  satisfactory  disposal  of 
contents  of  pail  closets. 

In  other  parts  of  the  village  there  are  houses  with  W.C.'s  etc. 
connected  to  cesspools  and  some  drainage  from  properties  situated 
in  the  Northern  End  of  Chesham  Road  and  The  Bit  are  drained 
to  an  irrigation  area  on  Lewins  Farm. 

Northchurch  Parish.  The  sanitary  conditions  of  this  parish 
remain  the  same  as  at  the  date  of  my  last  Annual  Report.  Con¬ 
sideration  of  laying  a  sewer  from  the  Home  Farm  Estate  to  the 
Urban  District  Council's  main  sewer  has  been  shelved  for  the  time 
being  on  account  of  the  already  over-loaded  condition  of  the  Urban 
District  Council's  disposal  works, 

PoTTEN  End  Parish.  The  sanitary  conditions  in  this  parish  are 
still  unsatisfactory  but  in  this  case  also  there  is  inevitable  delav  in 
proceeding  with  a  scheme  of  main  drainage  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
Urban  District  Council  cannot  receive  sewage  from  Potten  End  until 
their  disposal  works  have  been  enlarged. 

Little  Gaddesden  Parish.  There  are  no  main  sewers  in  this 
parish,  the  majority  of  the  properties  being  connected  to  cesspools 
which  are  emptied  by  the  Council. 

Aldbury  Parish.  The  need  for  a  scheme  of  main  sewerage  was 
set  out  in  a  report  of  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  in  Novem.- 
ber,  1951,  when  he  stated  that  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants 
had,  over  a  period  of  years,  utilised  disused  wells  for  the  reception 
of  house  drainage.  The  Surveyor  was  instructed  to  undertake  a 
prehminary  survey,  together  with  necessary  levels,  and  submit  a 
further  report  to  the  Council  in  due  course. 
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Cesspool  Emptying. 

In  June  last  the  Council  resolved  to  purchase  a  800  gallon 
capacity  cesspool  emptying  machine  and  to  institute  a  scheme  of 
cesspool  emptying  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Rural  District.  The 
scheme  was  put  into  operation  on  the  ist  October.  Cesspools  on 
the  Council’s  housing  estates  are  emptied  regularly.  Cesspools 
attached  to  other  private  houses  are  emptied,  free  of  charge,  on 
request.  The  scheme  is  proving  to  be  of  great  benefit  throughout 
the  District. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

My  report  for  the  year  1950  included  remarks  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  who  stated  that  in  his  opinion  the  existing  method  and 
extent  of  collection  were  unsatisfactory,  and  he  had  received 
numerous  complaints  from  Parish  Councils  and  private  individuals 
in  the  district.  As  a  result  he  submitted  a  report  together  with  an 
estimate  of  cost  of  a  scheme  of  collection  by  direct  labour,  including 
the  purchase  of  a  refuse  collecting  vehicle.  His  report  was  adopted 
and  the  scheme  which  is  to  be  put  into  operation  early  in  1952, 
will  be  more  fully  reported  upon  in  my  annual  report  for  that  year. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

11 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

21 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  ... 

139 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery 

1 

— • 
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Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Under  i  year 

1 

1 

I  to  2  years  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

9 

2  to  3  ,, 

1 

2 

6 

3  to  4 

•  •  • 

2 

16 

4  to  5  „ 

5 

4 

18 

5  to  10  ,, 

8 

9 

71 

10  to  15  ,, 

1 

... 

10 

15  to  20  ,, 

•  •  • 

•  • 

5 

20  to  35 

1 

,  .  . 

2 

35  10  45  ,, 

... 

1 

1 

45  to  65  ,, 

.  .  , 

... 

.  .  . 

65  and  upwards  .. 

... 

... 

... 

Age  Unknown 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

TOTAL  CASES 
NOTIFIED  ... 

16 

21 

139 

1 

Measles  was  epidemic  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  the  peak 
of  notifications  being  received  in  May  and  Whooping  Cough  was 
prevalent. 

Of  the  i6  cases  of  Scarlet  fever  lo  occurred  in  the  Wilstone — 
Long  Marston  area  and  mostly  in  the  autumn. 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  Deaths  of  cases  on  Register 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  2  Pulmonary  ...  ...  i 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  Nil  Non-Pulmonary  ...  Nil 
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STATISTICS 


The  Urban  District  of  Tring  comprises  an  area  of  ...  4,407  acres 

5.248 


Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident 
population)  1951 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1951)  according 

to  rate  books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,618 

Rateable  Value  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  .  £125 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


LIVE 

BIRTHS 


STILL¬ 

BIRTHS 


DEATHS 


(  Legitimate 

( 

(  Illegitimate 


Total.  M. 

69  50 


P. 

19  )  BIRTH-RATE 
)  per  1,000  of  the 
I  )  estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  13.3 

—  STILL-BIRTH 
RATE  per  1,000 
(live  and  still) 
births  .  Nil 


75  37  38 


DEATH-RATE 

per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  14.3 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 
Actual  number  of  deaths  under  one  year: 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  ) 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  ) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  12 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  NIL 


42.9 

43-5 

NIL 

Total 

3 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Of  the  75  deaths,  27  were  attributed  to  Heart  disease  and  ii 
to  other  circulatory  diseases.  There  were  no  deaths  from 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  but  there  were  6  from  other  respiratory 
diseases.  There  were  12  deaths  from  Cancer  and  2  deaths  from 
Motor  Vehicle  accidents. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1951. 


Visits  and  Inspections  Made. 


Complaints  : 


General  : 


No.  of  complaints  investigated  ... 


Houses — Public  Health  Acts 
Housing  Act 
Infectious  diseases 
Overcrowding  . . . 

Council  House  Applicants 
Drainage  Inspections  and  Tests 
Cesspools  ... 

Canal  Boats 
Stables  and  Piggeries 
Rats  and  Mice 
Factories 

Outworkers’  premises 
Water  supplies 
Refuse  Collections 
Verminous  premises 
Interviews  with  owners 


Meat  and  Food  : 

Butchers  shops  and  stalls 
Fried  Fish  Premises 
General  Food  Shops 
Dairies 

Ice  Cream  Premises 
Cafes 

Licensed  Premises 
Bakehouses 
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65 

2 

3 

4 

36 

12 

7 

I 

6 

376 

'8 

I 

3 

5 

1 

18 

6 

4 
6 

7 

2 

2 

2 

2 
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Notices  Served  and  Coiniplied  With. 


Formal 

Informal 


Outstanding 

Served 

Complied  with  Outstanding 

31.12.50 

1951 

1951 

31-12.51 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Nil 

6 

6 

Nil 

Nuisances  Abated^ — Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied. 

Dwellings 

Food  Premises  . 

Factories 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases 
Houses  treated  for  bed  bugs — ^^Council  houses  ... 

Other  houses 

Houses  treated  for  other  vermin 
Loads  of  bedding  steam  treated  ... 


21 

4 

I 

4 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

I 

Nil 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Production  and  Distribution. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1951  was 


as  follows: — 

Cowkeepers — Retailers  ...  ...  ...  i 

Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Distributors  (Bottled  Milk  only)  ...  ...  13 

Dairy  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  10 

Licensed  to  sell  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  2 

Licensed  to  Pasteurise  Milk  ...  ...  i 

Licensed  to  sell  Sterilized  Milk  ...  ...  Nil 


Ice  Cream. 

Eight  premises  are  registered  to  sell  pre-wrapped  Ice  Cream 
there  being  no  manufacturers  in  the  town. 
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Licensed  Premises. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  is  not  entirely  satisfactory,  but 
as  a  result  of  discussions  with  the  brewers  some  improvements  will 
be  carried  out  during  1952. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

I .  Tring  Abattoir. 

This  Abattoir  deals  with  all  home  killed  meat  supplied  to  Tring 
Urban  District,  Berkhamsted  Urban  District  and  Berkhamsted 
Rural  District.  Inspection  during  the  year  has  been  carried  out  by 
Mr.  G.  E.  Brogan,  Sanitary  Inspector,  Berkhamsted  Urban  District. 

The  following  is  a  report  on  the  year’s  work: — 


Table  1.  Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excl¬ 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  . 

1130 

123 

711 

1845 

197 

Number  inspected 

1130 

123 

711 

1845 

197 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

... 

5 

.  •  . 

21 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

106 

30 

1 

45 

17 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

9.4 

28.4 

0  1 

3  5 

16  9 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

3 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

33 

19 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

3.0 

17.8 

0.1 

0  0 

10 

Table  2.  Weight  of  Meat  and  Ollal  Condemned. 


Tuberculosis 
Other  Diseases 


4,035  lbs. 
6,884  lbs. 


Total 


10,919  lbs. 
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2.  Foodstuffs  Found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption. 


The  following  foods 
human  consumption: — 
Meat  ... 

Bacon  ... 
Cooked  Ham  ... 
Tins 


have  been  examined  and  found  unfit  for 

.  189  lbs. 

...  ...  ...  2X  lbs. 

...  ...  ...  2^  lbs. 

...  ...  ...  77 


Clean  Food  Byelaws. 


During  the  year  under  review,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
enforce  the  recently  adopted  Model  Byelaws  with  a  certain  amount 
of  success. 


Food  Poisoning. 


No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937. 


I.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

8 

3 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

32 

5 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises) 

_ 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

1  40 

8 

3 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec¬ 
utions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

Found 

To  11  M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences: 
insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Outwork. 

Section  110. 


Making  wearing  apparel,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Section  111.  .  ...  Nil 


HOUSING 


I.  During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were: — 
(a)  Commenced  Only. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

J  Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick 

8 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

2 

(b)  Completed. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick* 

6 

3  bedroom,  parloui 

Nil 
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2.  The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31. 12.51  was  as 
follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  COMPLETED  since 
1.1.45  UP  TO  31.12.51. 


Site 

Number 
of  houses 

Type 

Woodland  Close,  Park  Rd,... 

46 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

Gamnel,  New  Mill  ... 

14 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

Dundale  Road 

10 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

Meadow  Close... 

6 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  COMMENCED  since  1.1.45,  but 
NOT  COMPLETED  AT  31.12.51. 


Proposed 

No. 

No. 

Site 

No.  of 

Type 

comm- 

com- 

Houses 

enced 

pleted 

Goldfield  ... 

10 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

8 

— 

(C)  Particulars  of  other  Schemes  PROJECTED  since  1.1.45, 
i.e.  Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where 
a  start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.51. 


Site 

Proposed  No. 
of  Houses 

Type 

Gamnel,  New  Mill 

6 

3  bedroom.  Parlour 

3.  Number  of  houses  requisitioned  by  the  Authority  at 

31. 12. 51  .  Nil 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1951  300 

Several  families  have  been  rehoused  from  the  older  properties; 
in  one  such  case  the  poor  condition  of  the  premises  rendered  it 
desirable  to  obtain  an  undertaking  from  the  owner  to  discontinue 
its  use.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  greater  provision  of  new 
houses  would  promote  the  discontinuance  of  habitation  of  other 
premises  where  conditions  are  well  below  the  standard  considered 
desirable  nowadays. 


URBAN 


DISTRICT 


T  R  I  N  G 


O  F 


Caravans. 

One  application  for  a  licence  to  station  a  caravan  was  made 
during  1951.  The  application  was  subsequently  refused  under 
the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  sewerage  of  the  town  remains  relatively  unchanged.  It  is 
anticipated  that  improved  pumping  arrangements  will  be  made 
during  1952  at  the  Council's  Sewage  Works. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Refuse  collection  is  by  direct  labour  once  weekly.  The  disposal 
site  has  been  extended  but  the  tipping  is  uncontrolled;  conditions 
continue  to  be  very  unsatisfactory. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  whole  district  is  now  supplied  by  the  Bucks  Water  Board. 
The  water  is  chlorinated  and  the  supply  continues  to  be  satisfactory 
in  quantity  and  quality. 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  the  number  of 
dwelling  houses  and  the  number  of  population  supplied  from  public 
water  mains: — 


Population 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

5200 

1580 

5088 

28 

112 

Population  figures  are  approximate. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

6 

5 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

iS 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles . 

208 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Under  i  year 

2 

9 

I  to  2  years  ... 

•  •  • 

3 

12 

2  to  3  „ 

1 

•  •  • 

15 

3  to  4  „ 

... 

5 

36 

4  to  5  „ 

•  •  • 

1 

34 

5  to  lo  ,, 

4 

7 

93 

lo  to  15  ,, 

1 

5 

15  to  20  ,, 

•  *  « 

•  •  • 

20  to  35  „ 

»  •  • 

3 

35  to  45  . 

•  •  • 

1 

45  to  65  ,, 

»  •  . 

•  •  • 

65  and  upwards  .. 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

Age  Unknown  ... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

TOTAL  CASES 

18 

208 

NOTIFIED  ... 

6 

Measles  was  epidemic  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  and 
Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent;  the  peak  of  Measles  notifications 
v/as  reached  in  March. 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  Deaths  of  cases  on  Register 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  2  Pulmonary  ...  ...  2 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  Nil  Non-Pulmonary  ...  Nil 


Oo 


TABLE  SHOWING  BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES  AND 
INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES 


Area 

Birth- 
Rate 
per  1,000 
Population 

Death- 
Rate 
per  1,000 
Population 

Infantile 
Mortality 
per  1,000 
Live  Births 

England  and  Wales  ... 

•  •  • 

15  5 

12.5 

29.6 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns  including  London  ... 

17.3 

13.4 

33.9 

148  Smaller  Towns  (Resident  Popu¬ 
lation  25,000  to  50,000,  1931 

Census) 

16.7 

12  5 

27.6 

London  Administrative  County 

•  •  • 

17,8 

13.1 

26.4 

BOROUGH  OF 

HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

14.3 

12  1 

31.5 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 

HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

15.4 

12.1 

22.2 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF 

BERKHAMSTED 

13  0 

16.1 

40.8 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 

BERKHAMSTED 

•  •  * 

16  4 

9.4 

Nil 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 

•  •  • 

13.3 

14  3 

42.9 

WHOLE  SOUTH  HERTS  (No.  i) 
COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

14.4 

12  8 

27.5 

61 
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